OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

DAILY MASS is the best Lenten gift we can give
ourselves. If 7:30 a.m. Monday through Thursday
isn’t possible because of work or school, are you
willing to consider 5:30 p.m. Fridays and 7:30
a.m. Saturdays?—a small sacrifice perhaps, but
far more efficacious than giving up chocolate.
THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS are a Catholic
devotion commemorating the Passion and Death
of Christ. Each of the 14 Stations represents an
event experienced by Jesus on His walk to
Calvary.
For nearly 1,800 years, Catholics all over the
globe have participated in this prayerful devotion.
You are invited to be part of this history and join
your fellow parishioners right here in our own
church every Friday afternoon during Lent at 5
o’clock.
OLPH PRE-EASTER POLISH FOOD SALE on
Saturday, March 24th, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
will feature our famed OLPH hand-made pierogi
and golumbki, also our famous cabbage soup, as
well as kielbasa and dried Polish mushrooms.
THE PARISH COUNCIL will meet Monday
evening, March 12th, at 7 o’clock, in the parish hall.
OLPH BINGO provides players an enjoyable
evening of socializing and fun. Plan to invite a
friend this week. Doors and kitchen open at 4:30;
bingo begins at 6:45.
PLAYING BINGO ISN’T YOUR “THING,” you
say. OK. Come join us anyway
as a volunteer for your parish.
Would sitting at a table and
selling bingo cards before the
games begin be something you
could do? Or, maybe selling food from the kitchen
(it’s already prepared) would be more to your
liking. There are other volunteer possibilities as
well. If you’d be interested in sharing a few hours
of your time, even once a month, kindly speak to
Joanna Hunt or Chris Regula—or call the parish
office. We’d love to have you as part of the team.
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“BE ON FIRE—SET THE WORLD ON FIRE” is
the theme of this year’s Women’s & Men’s
Conference at Stonehill College next Saturday,
March 10th. Doors open at 9 a.m.
Sponsored by the Diocese, the program will
feature dynamic speakers, prayer, music,
reflection, Mass, and an opportunity for
Sacramental Reconciliation.
While the deadline for registering has passed,
they will certainly be happy to squeeze you in if
you did not already sign up. Just visit
fallriverdiocese.org
DID YOU KNOW that solid Catholic radio
programming is available 24/7 right here in New
Bedford and surrounding area? Radio CorMariae
(88.5FM) is EWTN-affiliated and based at Our
Lady’s Chapel downtown.
Radio CorMariae invites you to a free luncheon
and talk by General Manager Susan Bukuras at
Bishop Connolly High School, Saturday, March 24th,
from 11:30 ‘til 1:00. If you would like to attend,
call or text Anita at 508-801-2485 or e-mail
natein8@icloud.com
SNOOPY: The Musical—based on Charles M.
Schulz comic strip “Peanuts”—will be performed
by the Laurel Tree Players at Holy Family-Holy
Name School on Friday, March 23rd, and
Saturday, March 24th, at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
March 25th, at 2 p.m. Adult admission will be $15;
seniors and children, $12. Call 508-993-3547 for
more information.
CHOOSE LIFE!...The scientific and medical
evidence is clear. Technology and clinical
neonatology enable us to know much more about
fetal life than ever before. We now understand
the fetus to be a developing, moving, interactive
member of the human family, who feels pain as
we do.
ATTIC TREASURES SALE will be conducted in
St. John Neumann parish hall next Saturday,
March 10th, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.
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A MESSAGE FROM FATHER CONRAD
Brothers and Sisters of Our Parish Family,
Recall the closing words of last week’s column:
“[The Sacrament of Reconciliation] is all about
letting ourselves receive the merciful and healing
love and peace that only God’s love can give us.”
These forty days of Lent give us the opportunity
to focus on the merciful love that God freely gives
us in response to our sins and failings. Yet God’s
mercy is possible only if we repent by
acknowledging our sins and admitting our faults.
Sat. - Mar. 3 - 3rd Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
+Stasia & +Joseph Patykula
Req. Family
Sun. - Mar. 4 - 3rd Sunday of Lent
10:00 AM
+Joseph Michael Bobrowiecki
Req. Mother
Mon.– Mar. 5 - Lenten Weekday
7:30 AM
OLPH Parishioners
Living & Deceased
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Tues. - Mar. 6 - Lenten Weekday
7:30 AM
Health & God’s Blessings
Req. Olga Ostapczuk
Wed. - Mar. 7 - Lenten Weekday
7:30 AM
Healing
Req. Jack Chmiel

\

Thurs. - Mar. 8 - Lenten Weekday
7:30 AM
Recovery after Surgery
Req. Alice Kmieciak
Fri. - Mar. 9 - Lenten Weekday
4:30 PM
Confessions
5:00 PM
Stations of the Cross
5:30 PM
Special Intention
Req. John Krawczyk
Sat. - Mar. 10 - Lenten Weekday
7:30 AM
+Walter & +Helen Palys
Req. Family
Sat. - Mar. 10 - 4th Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
+Nancy Brightman
Req. OLPH Bingo
Sun. - Mar. 11 - 4th Sunday of Lent
10 AM
+Michele Fontaine
Req. Ernest Duval

Those of us who are old enough to remember the
Baltimore Catechism will recall its definition of sin
being any willful though, word, deed, or omission
that is contrary to God’s law.
Mortal sin (a grievous offense against God’s law)
deprives the sinner of spiritual life (grace) and
brings damnation. Why would anyone choose to
remain in mortal sin? Venial sin (a less serious
offense against God’s law) lessens one's love for
God. Why would anyone even choose to remain
in venial sin?
When we repent, we open our hearts to take in
God’s mercy. A good starting point for embracing
God’s merciful love is simply turning to Him for
forgiveness.
Remember what happens to us in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation: our sins are forgiven! They are
taken away. The slate is wiped clean. We have a
new beginning—a fresh start. We receive God’s
mercy and are filled with His peace. And once this
total and complete forgiveness happens, deep
and lasting healing can happen as well.
So, it’s a great idea to return to the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and to receive a fresh start and to
let the grace of healing begin. It’s the right thing
to do, because we all yearn for communion with
our God. We want that integrity and love that
only this Sacrament can offer us.
Peace and Blessings.
Father Conrad

